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May!

Before I get into my monthly ramblings, I want to personally thank Ray David
and his friend Kathy Yahn for planning and hosting the Pasco County Scenic Cruise
on April 17th.  If my count was correct, we had seven cars and drove 65 miles
through beautiful countryside filled with horses, cows and wild flowers.  And the
weather was perfect for those of us with open top cars.  The cook-out by poolside
that followed gave us a great schmooze time.  Thanks again!

Well, that said, let me regress to the discussion of a rather unique E Type.
Probably a goodly number of us fans of the Jaguar marque know that the 1968
model was a "tweener", totally late Series 1 exterior (with open headlights found on
the last of the Series 1 cars) and machinery and interior detail of the upcoming Series
2.  Though frequently referred to as Series 1.5, those who claim to know the inside
truth say that Jaguar Corporate intended no such classification and considered these
cars as "Federalized" Series 1 models designed to meet U.S. Government imposed
safety and environmental mandates.  Well, my car’s former owner was apparently not
happy with the impact our Congressmen of the time had on the design of the E Type.
So he "rebonneted" the car to provide covered headlights, replaced the wheel spin-
ners with the early long winged ones and installed triple SU carburetors and early
camshaft covers to give it the mechanical detail of a ‘67.  As far as I can tell, the only
thing under its hood that remains Series 1.5 is the dual fanned radiator which Don
Porter (the former owner) had the good judgment to retain.  (If overheating was of
concern to him in New Hampshire, being in Florida certainly ought to be one for me.)
He also added a manual bypass switch into the fan circuit to use in the event of a
failure of the thermostatic one.

The important thing to me is that my E Type remains essentially "Jaguar".  The
only exceptions that I’ve made are a spin-on oil filter, a solid state distributor conver-
sion and a look-like the original quartz clock that really is accurate more than  twice a
day.  Now, if I could just find my brake light pressure switch and figure out why the
car won’t start after a long sit I’ll be a happy camper.

Enjoy the month of May!  Hope to see you all at the meeting on the 18th.

Carl
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The Club Officers

President Vice President
Carl Tack

1020 Marsh View Lane
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
(727) 938-5221
ctack@tampabay.rr.com

 Secretary / Treasurer 
Jo Ligas
9000 65th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782
(727) 544-7925 
jaguar957@aol.com

 SCJC Web Site Activities Chair 
Cherry W alker
13628 Landers Dr.
Hudson, FL, 34667
(727) 868-5333                    
jagcw@aol.com

Jag Bag Editor Membership Chair
Cherry W alker Ron Berle
13628 Landers Dr. 131 Leeward Island
Hudson, FL, 34667 Clearwater, FL,33767
(727) 868-5333 (727) 443-4302

jagcw@aol.com   paberle@aol.com

Jag-Bag Disclaimer
The Sun Coast Jaguar Club, its officers, editors and contributors
expressly disclaim any warranty or endorsement of any services
or products contained in any ad or article. The opinions
expressed by contributors are their own.

The Jag-Bag is the monthly newsletter of the Sun Coast Jaguar
Club of Florida. The sole purpose is to inform the club members
of club activities, sources of available parts, technical information
and articles of interest in relation to the Jaguar motor car. The
Jag-Bag and The Sun Coast Jaguar Club of Florida, Inc. will not
assume any liability of any products or procedures, expressed or
implied, that are advertised or recommended by contributors in
this publication.

The Sun coast Jaguar Club of Florida was founded in 1981 to
further the interest in the ownership and possession of the
Jaguar automobile; to promote favorable relationships with the
general public to be a technical guidepost to Jaguar owners; to
be a social organization, to exchange ideas. To promote and
demonstrate driving proficiency and safe driving habits in accor-
dance with the laws of the State of Florida and to obtain techni-
cal advice and literature from the factory and other available
service sources for use by members. 

Advertising Rates  -  2010
Classified Advertising -  Members - Free Non-Members - $10 for 2 issues

Full Page  -  4 Black & White (Cover Only) $450 for 12 issues 7.5” x 10”
Full Page  -  Black & White 400 for 12 issues 7.5” x 10” 
Half Page  -  Black & White 250 for 12 issues 7” x 4.5”
1/4 Page   -  Black & White 150 for 12 issues 3.5” x 4.5”
Business Card  -  Black & White 65 for 12 issues 3.5” x 2”

We invite members to contribute articles items of interest and technical tip s for publication in the Jag Bag. 

Send material to:  Jagcw@aol.com
or mail to: Cherry Walker 13628 Landers Drive Hudson FL 34667

Phone 727-868-5333                                                        
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William Lyons by Jason Stein

While many elite car companies took on the names of their
founders, William Lyons had to be different.  

There is no stamp on the back of his cars that declares them
his own.  There are no spring rallies held in his honor, no windshield
decals with his signature and no statute of him in a town square.  

And that's exactly the way William Lyons would have wanted it.  

His style was stamped all over the look, feel and shape of
every one of his Jaguar vehicles. It was all his own, a marriage of
machine and art, with the artist's named scratched somewhere
behind the frame.  

Lyons and Jaguars. Understated elegance with measured pace, space and grace. That was
Lyons' way. The perfect feline for the fierce world of luxury automobiles. The perfect person for a car
that might never have existed had this big cat not been in charge.  

As Jaguar's founder Lyons always preferred being behind the scenes rather than front and cen-
ter.  But he always knew what he wanted, from the color of the cars he helped designed to the color of
the rugs on the showroom floor.  

Like the one afternoon in the mid-1970's, when a trip to a London dealership offered a glimpse
into the man few people knew well.  During his visit, Lyons was approached by the sales manager
who asked whether the carpet, which was worn down to the sales room floor, could be replaced in the
near future.  

"Certainly not," Lyons said moving to the door.  "There's plenty of wear (left) in those. "  

A month later, on another visit to the same location, Lyons happened to look down and see the
carpet, thick, full and new.  

"I thought I'd told you not to replace the carpet."  Lyons told the manager.  "When I get an order,
I want it obeyed.  "  

"What have I done," the manager said, lowering his head, "was turning them around.  Half of
each strip was under the show cabinets and therefore not worn.  I reversed them." 

Lyons stopped and smiled "Remarkable." "I want you at (my mansion 9 o'clock Monday morn-
ing. You can do the same thing for me at home." 

If anything, Jaguar's founder was unique.
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FYI   -  
If you do not want to cut up your Jag

Bag to use the coupons, just photo copy
them and bring that with you. PS: I think you
can only use one coupon per order . 
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SNG Barratt USA, Manchester, NH 03104 USA 
TEL: +1 800 452 4787 (toll free)  FAX: +1 603 622 0849  E-Mail: sales.usa@sngbarratt.com  Web: www.sngbarrattusa.com

Parts for all Jaguars at
really gr eat prices, from
Mk4 to XF and absolutely
everything in between...

Service Parts � Repair Parts � Sheet Metal � Performance Upgrades � Jaguar Literature
Styling Accessories � Jaguar Gifts � Award Winning Trim � Massive Stock Inventory 

Knowledgeable Staff � Fast Mail Order Service � New Stock Arriving From UK Every Week! 

...PLUS... Industry leading website that
puts the information you need right there
at your fingertips. Buy parts on-line 24/7
with fast despatch and truly excellent cus-
tomer service. A virtual benchmark
throughout the world!

...AND... A range of detailed and
concise catalogs that allow you to
see what we have and exactly
how much it costs, in the office, in
the workshop or even at home in
your den!
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Letter from the Editor , 

Hello Jaguar members. Just a reminder that I always need articles for the Jag Bag to make it
more interesting for everyone. These can be written by you or copied from some place else. It is
appreciated that they are ready to be put in the Jag Bag by copying and p asting by me. 

We are also trying to save trees and money . Please t ake a look at our web site www .suncoast -
jaguarclub.com and check out the Jag Bag on line. You will find that it is in full color . If you have
already responded disregard this p art. Please e-mail jagcw@aol.com and let me know if you
would like your Jag Bag as a hard copy or Internet. I will need your name and preference in the
e-mail . 

Another reminder is that the Sun Coast Jaguar Club is still looking for a V ice President. Please
consider volunteering for this position for if we do not have officers we do not have a club. I
think we would all be saddened if our club folded all because people do not feel like volunteer -
ing. It t akes many people to keep a club going, not just a few . 

Hope you enjoy the Jag Bag, Cherry W alker - Editor 
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Flat spot s on your tires

If your car is allowed to sit without moving over a period of months, the
nylon in the tires can form a flat spot where the tire contacts the ground.
Driving on these tires will feel like the tires are massively out of balance. To
prevent this during car storage or other periods of long inactivity, either
inflate the tires to 60 PSI (don't drive it at this pressure) or leave them at
32 PSI and suspend the car off of the tires.
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Your Advertisement 
Could be
HERE !!

David Roth
Broker-Associate, RPA, CAM  
2824 State Road 64 East

Bradenton, Florida 34212
Direct: 941-224-5786  Office: 941-792-2111
Fax: 941-747-9632
www.manateecountyhomes.com  
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Antenna mast and grommet on the 1986 and
later XJS, and the 1988 and later XJ6

The 1986 and later XJS, and the 1988 and later XJ6 have a replaceable antenna mast
and drive cable assembly, so if the aerial is broken off or malfunctions, it's a relatively
inexpensive fix (prior to this, you had to buy a whole antenna unit for a couple of hun-
dred dollars.

The antenna mast goes up and down by the use of a plastic drive cable. The "teeth"on
the drive cable engage with the antenna motor, which allows the motor to move the
mast up and down. When your mast gets sticky or otherwise uncooperative, it's a sign
that the mast and drive cable assembly needs replacing. When you replace this assem-
bly, be sure to also replace the rubber antenna grommet that seals the mast against the
fender. These get hard and crack, allowing water to leak into the trunk area.
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Born and raised in Blackpool, England, where his father ran a music store, Lyons' interest was
always in motorcycles. In 1921, by age 20, he had saved enough money to buy his own Harley-
Davidson motorcycle, which led to a chance meeting with neighbor William Walmesley, who was mak-
ing octagonal shaped sidecars in his parents' garage. 

Walmesley told Lyons he wanted to eventually start his own sidecar business; Lyons told him he
should star right away. 

Lyons was 10 year younger than Walmesley, but
he saw that the stylish, aluminum sidecars added
value for minimal cost.  The Swallow Sidecar Co.
was formed on Lyons' 21st birthday out of a small
shop in Blackpool (no longer the Walmesley
garage). Soon they were building sidecars and spe-
cial car bodies that could be fitted to the frames pro-
duced by other manufacturers. 

Six years later, Lyons and his partner purchased
an Austin 7 (the English equivalent of the Model T)
and designed a two seat sports body to replace the
original. Over the next four years, they were cus-

tomizing Walmesley, Standard, Moris and Fiat models at a time when most auto builders were offering
basic, no-frills rides. 

Lyons was already thinking ahead. He had convinced Walmesley to move locations three times
in less than 10 years and had upped production from
12 cars a week to 50. Lyons' sense of style was
beginning to take shape. 

By 1931, the partners made arrangements with
Standard Motor Co., to buy a reliable engine and a
Standard chassis modified to their specifications. This
gave Lyons the customized stretched platform he
wanted: cars low to the ground, cars that were a work
of art. Jaguar had its look before it had its name.  In
the first-edition S. S. I and S. S. II, named for the
Brough Superior motorcycles Lyons liked, where true
to form.  

Not long after, they would be Jaguars - a cat like moniker that was created by the company's
advertising agency because it suggested grace and elegance.  The automotive press ate it up.  "A car
built for the connoisseur but is relatively low price," what one journalist wrote, "All the attributes of
sports models are incorporated into a refined manner." 

The label would stick, but not before Lyons and made sure the work ethic didn't change.
Walmesley was content to sit back and what the profits roll in. Lyons wanted the lion's share of the
auto market.  In 1934, just the year before the release of his new "Jaguar," Lyons bought out
Walmesley, surrounded himself with talent and watched as his little sidecar company blossomed into
something much bigger.  
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Lyons was still in control, though. He had the
final say in any production detail and would have each
new car delivered to his front door so he could get a
final opinion from his wife, Greta.  

After a six year hiatus to help build hardware
necessary to fight World War II, he relaunched as a
player in the car market, placing a powerful new motor
into a prototype at the 1948 British Motor Show.  Soon
the X K 120 [so named for its 120mph top speed]
became a sports car hit.  

More followed in the 1950's and 60's, a period
that would define Jaguar as one of the world's
premier automobile manufacturers.  Grace, pace
and space were in full bloom.  There were the
sports cars described as "Lyons at his flamboy-
ance best," followed by the E-type, followed by
the XJ series, including the XJ6 in 1968 that
Lyons believed was his crowning achievement.  

Lyons retired in 1972, 50 years after that little
side car company got off the ground, slipping

away as fast as he swooped in.  He enjoyed country life tended sheep while his company moved on
without him.  Lyons died in England in 1985.  

He was attention to detail.  He was a shrewd businessman and autocratic boss.  But, for the
most part, he was a fan of unique design and style, even if his cars never carried his face or name.
The Lyons badge was nowhere to be found.  It was just the way he wanted it.
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Sun Coast Jaguar Club
Calendar of Event s

2010

May Dinner Meeting @ Sam Seltzer's 18th

June Dinner Meeting @ Sam Seltzer's 15th
Clearwater Marine Science Center-Berman 19th
bib196@aol.com

July Leepa-Rattner Museum-Tack 11th
ctack@tampabay.rr.com
Dinner Meeting @ Sam Seltzer's 20th

August Dinner Meeting @ Sam Seltzer's 17th
TBA

September Dinner Meeting @ Sam Seltzer's 21th
Gamble Mansion and Picnic-Wolf TBA
lelandwolf@msn.com

October Dan Ligas Memorial Jag-Fest 2nd 
Dinner Meeting @ Sam Seltzer's 19th

November Collier Museum Tour-Roth 13th
rubyrugby@msn.com
Roar N Soar - Fantasy of Flight 13th & 14th
Dinner Meeting/Election of 2011 Officers 16th

December Christmas Party @ TBA 11th 



Sun Coast Jaguar Club of Florida

Affiliate of Jaguar Club of North
America

9000 65th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782-4673

Membership Application

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________@____________     Birthday:______________________

Phone: (H) __________________  (W) ___________________  (C) __________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________

Spouse:___________________________________________________________________

Jaguar(s):

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

How did you learn of the club? ________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________   Date: _________________________

Please send application with dues to the above address.
Dues for a year are $50.00




