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Donôt miss George Parkerôs great 

article ï wherein a 1951 XK 120 

figures prominently! 

Next Meeting 
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The Hangar St Petersburg 

6:15PM 
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SCJC Officers ï 2011 

President ï Cherry Walker (jagcw@aol.com) 

Vice President ï Vacant 

Treasurer ï Jo Ligas (jaguar957@aol.com) 

Jag Bag Editor ï Steve Rush (JagBagFL@aol.com) 

 

Disclaimer ï The Sun Coast Jaguar Club (SCJC), its officers, editors, and contributors expressly disclaim any 

warranty or endorsement of any services or products contained in any advertisement or article.  The opinions 

expressed by contributors are their own. 

The Jag Bag is the monthly publication of SCJC.  It is published in order to advise SCJC members of upcoming 

SCJC and Jaguar Clubs of North America (JCNA) events, to provide Jaguar-related information, and to aid 

enthusiasts of the Jaguar marque to interact for technical and social purposes. 

SCJC is a sanctioned club within JCNA.  SCJC was founded in 1981 with the mission of furthering interest in, 

and ownership of, Jaguar automobiles.  

 

Note! 

2011 SCJC membership fees are OVERdue!!  

Please make your $50 check out to SCJC and mail to:  

Jo Ligas 

9000 65th Street North 

Pinellas Park, FL   33782-4673 

 

The next SCJC meeting will be on: 

Tuesday 21 June 2011 

The Hangar 

540 1st Street SE 

St Petersburg FL 33701 

Phone (727) 823-7767 

Meet 6:15 ï Dinner 6:45 

  

mailto:JagBagFL@aol.com
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Editorial Musings ï Steve Rush 

Wow, another month gone ï and it sure feels like summer all of a sudden!  It is 93 outside 

today and I think everybody is longing for the rainy season to start ï at least I sure am. 

Last mont, I asked about a good way to clean a convertible headliner. ï over time, ours had 

gotton somewhat grungy from diving the car without the tonneau fitted.  I went on-line (God 

bless Google!) and the Jaguar, Porsche, BMW and Mercedes technical forums all 

recommended a product called Griotôs Garage Interior Cleaner.  I ordered some and gave it 

a try.  It was everything I had hoped for and in 45 minutes with slight effort, our XK-R 

headliner looked like it had just been fitted in Coventry.  Bring on the Judges!... 

Gerorge Parker submitted a really great piece of nostalgia that I think you are all going to 

love reading ï thanks, George.  At every meeting, I hear one really neat anecdote after 

another ï couldnôt some of you find a few minutes to share your interesting memories or 

experiences with your fellow SCJC members? 

The July issue of the JagBag will be short and late, as Heather and I are putting Purr, the 

XKR on Amtrakôs Auto Train for a 3 week trip around Lake Ontario.  I have to teach a 

course in Toronto and we are taking this opportunity to see relatives and friends and watch 

Heatherôs cousin graduate from High School.  Iôll deliver a full report on the Auto Train in an 

upcoming issue ï everyone I have spoken to who has done it says that it is a fabulous way 

to cover 1000 miles! 

At the meeting, Cherry delivered some depressing news about membership ï we only have 

about 50+ members in an area where the Porsche Club Region has over 1,700.  While we 

like to think of Jaguar as a maeque for more discriminating tastes, it seems to me like we 

might well be discriminating ourselves out of existence.  I would like to ask each and every 

one of you to keep some copies of the Membership application in your car (and maybe a 

copy or two of The JagBag) so that you can leave it on all those pretty Jaguars that you see 

in your travels.  Remember, the more Members we have, the more social and driving 

events become feasible.  Letôs see if we can at least double our active (paid-up) 

membership by the end of the year. 

The Concours Committee gave a good report at the monthly meeting.  It looks like car 

registration and dinner costs will be more or less the same as last year.  Carl and Joanie 

Tack (in their unbelievably generous way) are sponsoring the Friday reception and the 

harpist.  The reception will be at the St. Petersburg Yacht Club and you can stak out a good 

spot for your car é 

Until next month, keep óem purring. 

Steve 

Contact informationéJagBagFL@aol.com 

mailto:JagBagFL@aol.com
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A Tale of Two Kitties...................or, How I Learned to Love the Leaper! 
 

............................by George Parker (with apologies to Mr. Dickens) 
 
 
I can see them in my mindôs eye now.....one, a sand colored 1951 XK120 roadster, a standard model 
with its steel wheels and spats in the rear, chrome plated parking lights, and single exhaust....the 
other, a pastel blue 1953 XK120M OTS (the Special Equipment models were known as ñMò models 
on this side of the pond in those days)  with its shiny wire wheels and dual exhausts.  This is the story 
of how these two neat British roadsters entered my life, and how, as a result, I developed a life-long 
love of the marque.  
 
The year was 1955.  I was a young impecunious graduate student who had spent the last six or 
seven years involved in the hot rod hobby.  I thought those California hot rods that I read about in the 
magazines were the greatest thing since sliced bread!  I had done all the things that I read about  to 
get more power.....engine rebuilds with Offenhauser heads, Edelbrock triple manifold, and all the 
other bolt-on stuff to get more power...all toward one all-important end....acceleration!.....0 to 60 as 
fast as possible!  After all, isnôt acceleration what cars are all about?  Dragging the other guy at the 
stop light? 
 
But by that time there was change in the air. I had begun to notice these new, small British sports 
cars buzzing around.  What were they all about?  I began to wonder.  Then a friend of mine bought 
one....an Austin Healey 100.  And he gave me a ride!  Wow!  What an eye-opener!  All of a sudden 
the light went on....Hey, a car had to do more than just accelerate!...it had to stop!...it had to go 
around a corner!  These were things I hadnôt thought of before.  So I began to think that maybe...just 
maybe...those hot rods that I had spent my time building werenôt the greatest things in the automotive 
world after all.  Maybe I ought to think about getting one of those new-fangled sports cars myself. 
 
Then another of my friends bought that pastel blue 1953 XK120 OTS.  I thought it was the most 
beautiful car I had ever seen.  And the technology!  It had hemispherical combustion chambers, 
camshafts in the cylinder head, independent suspension with torsion bars, a four speed 
transmission....things I hadnôt seen before!  And that exhaust note!  It made the hot rods.....even with 
their Offenhauser heads....look  pretty old fashioned.  I knew then that it was time for a change as 
soon as the opportunity presented itself. 
 
One day in 1955 it did!  I was hanging out with my hot rod buddies at the local ice cream parlor (yes, I 
know it sounds like something out of a B movie, but there really were ice cream parlors and we really 
did ñhang outò in them in those days!) when my Jaguar friend drove up.  But he didnôt have the 
XK120.... He had a new car!  It was a silver coupe.  Something I had never seen.  When he got out 
the door was hinged at the top.....and it opened upwards!   
 
I asked, ñBill, what the devil is this?ò  
 
ñItôs a Mercedes Benz 300SLò was the reply.   
 
Then he proceeded to show me all the fabulous details.  What a machine!  Now the hot rods were 
really consigned to the junk heap, at least as far as I was concerned.  My next question was,   ñBill, 
whereôs the Jaguar?ò 
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ñI traded it in for this at Foreign Motors in Bostonò 
 
ñYou mean your Jaguar is available at Foreign Motors?ò 
 
ñYeahò 
 
At that moment the die was cast!  I would head for Foreign Motors the very next day and buy my first 
British sports car.....Billôs beautiful pastel blue XK120M! 
 
As soon as I could between classes the next day...I was going to school just across the Charles River 
in Cambridge...I headed for Foreign Motors on Commonwealth Avenue in Boston.  I was full of 
excitement, lusting for that gorgeous Jaguar, hardly able to wait to get behind that big wheel.  Would 
it be there?  Had someone else scooped it up?  As I approached the dealership I spotted it....It was 
there!... parked right in front of the store.  I was in luck...It would soon be mine! 
 
The salesman spotted me right away.  Iôm sure he knew that this would be an easy sale.  But for my 
part, I tried to be cool.  I casually inquired about a few of the cars he had on the lot.  Then, rather 
nonchalantly, I strolled by Billôs blue Jaguar....... 
ñEh, by the way, how about this one?ò 
 
ñYeah, we just got that in on trade a few days ago.  Itôs in great shape.  Not many miles.  Let me show 
it to youò 
 
We went through all the details of the car, which I knew but pretended I didnôt.  After the usual 
bantering back and forth I casually got around to the important question.... 
ñYeah, Iôm interested, but it depends on what kind of a deal youôll give me on this car.  Iôm still in 
school, and canôt afford a lot.ò 
 
After all these years I canôt remember exactly what number he laid onto me.  I think it was in the 
neighborhood of $3000.  But whatever it was, it was too much for me.  At that moment the awful truth 
finally came to me....I couldnôt afford Billôs Jaguar! 
 
But I wasnôt about to be deterred....I wanted an XK120 badly!  As it turned out, there was another one 
sitting right next to Billôs.  It was an older one, a sand colored 1951 standard model.    Even though it 
wasnôt as nice as Billôs M model, I liked it....Trying not to sound too interested.... 
ñWell, how much do you have to get for this one?ò 
 
ñ$1500".  
 
 Hey, this was affordable.  After a futile attempt at haggling the deal was sealed, and I was the owner 
of my first Jaguar..........Hurrah! 
 
And I grew to love that XK120.  It served me well.  Through sun and rain, sleet and snow, it was my 
only means of transportation .  It was my entree into the exciting world of sports cars and sports car 
racing in the late 1950's.  It took me from my home in Lynn, MA to my first job at the Rome Air 
Development Center in Rome, NY.....and numerous trips back and forth.   
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It was my steed on many events of the Sports Car Club of Rome....and many evenings of hanging out 
with my sports car buddies at the Savoy in Rome.  It took me to my first sports car race at Watkins 
Glen in 1955.  And it never failed me.   
 
Yes, Iôll admit that it did have a couple of quirks....Every once in a while that SU fuel pump would 
decide that it was tired and needed a rest.  But that was easily remedied by either just waiting a 
couple of minutes, or hitting it with a rock.  And one of the spring loaded connecters in the throttle 
linkage was worn and would come apart every now and then.  But Iôd just pop it back together again.  
In those days these quirks were just considered part of the game!  Never a failure that required a tow 
home or a trip to the shop! 
 
These two Jaguars, the one I lusted after and the one I got, were my introduction to the world of 
technically interesting and exciting sports cars.  But, eventually the lure of others induced me to part 
with my XK120.  An array of sports cars were to follow.......with a return to the marque with the arrival 
of the stunning E-type in the 1960's. 
 
But thatôs another story for another time............          

 

 

 

1954 XK 120M FHC 

(From Jay Lenoôs collection) 
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JCNA Tech Line 

 

The JCNA tech line has been in the works 

for awhile and is finally up and running.  You 

can dial the main JCNA phone number - 

888-258-2524 - and select option #3 for the 

Tech Line.  At this time, it is for members 

only, so have your JCNA number available.  

From restoration questions to general 
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The St. Petersburg Grand Prix From the Inside 
(anybody got an aspirin>>é) 

Heather and I bought a condo at 1 Beach Drive and the realtor happened to mention that we would 
get a good view of the Grand Prix.  We didnôt think too much of it until they started building the track ï 
day after day, more concrete and tire barriers and finally, only wrong-way access to our indoor 
garage.  You see, the course goes around 2 sides of our building ï in fact right around the corner we 
occupy.  Well, het, itôs good for the city and our cat would likely get over its shock with a little therapy. 

Then the practice started and it turns out that sound bounces off buildings!  To make a long story 
short, we DID have a good view, it IS good for the city and weôre thinking of hosting a viewing for our 
fellow :cat fanciersò next year.  Enjoy the pix ï shot with a Sony A350 DSLR at 1/2000 sec ï and I still 
wasnôt always quick enoughé SMR 
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Technical Q&A 

 

Problem ï Condensation in XK 8 and XK R headlight assemblies. 

On very hot days, I noticed I was getting beads of condensation on 

the clear headlight cover.  It turns out that an O-ring which provides 

the seal for this assembly is prone to failure.  The two solutions are: 

¶ Drill a small hole in the underside of the assembly (which will 

let the liquid escape, but also allow other liquid to enter; or, 

¶ Get a new headlight assembly (list price $780.45). 

 

 

Problem ï Dirty headliner 

Over time, headliners will become soiled, even in closed cars.  This 

is especially true if you have an open car and drive it without the 

tonneau cover. 

The solution is to get a very soft brush (like a brush to clean corn) 

and something like Griotôs Garage Interior Cleaner.  Spray it on and 

brush very gently.  It is a good idea to stretch and fix the headliner 

in place with your finger in areas like the windshield bar.  If you 

wrinkle or pull the liner out, a flat tool should allow you to tuck it 

back in.  
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The Way (They) Were 

 

 

 

The first advertisement for the (1997) XK 8.  It is clearly designed to link the viewer back to the 

XK-E and presents a vision of sleekness and controlled power.  The original XK 8 used the 4.0 liter 

ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŀƎǳŀǊΩǎ !W-V8 engine.  It was normally aspirated and developed 290 bhp.  The XK 8 

had a Zero to 60 time of 6.5 seconds and was electronically limited to a top speed of 155 mph.  

More than 66,000 units *coupe and convertible) have been produced to date and the price has 

gone from 47,950 to 56,890 pounds sterling. 

The cat is, indeed, back and is still going strong 
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