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Fellow Jaguardians, Here’s to February!

For such a short month, February (not Febyouary) is chock full of great days for parties and cel-
ebration such as Ground Hog Day, Valentine’s Day, Sadie Hawkins’ Day, my wife’s birthday, an
SCJC meeting, etc.  Like a classic Jaguar sport car (and my wife, Joanie), good things can
come in rather small packages.  (Let’s not even raise the issue of power and agility.)

However, unlike Joanie, Jaguars are not flawless; superlative, but not flawless.  This is a rather
limp segue into a car issue that has bugged me for as far back as my 1949 Miami Cream Ford
convertible.  It apparently loved the oil I put into it because it drank lots of it and apparently did-
n’t like the fuel I gave it because the fuel pump would refuse to send it to the carburetor.

The first problem was inconvenient but easily dealt with; I just bought oil by the case and kept
the crankcase topped off.  The second was more of a pain.  After all, no gas, no go.  (This prob-
lem resulted from the fuel pump being conveniently located on top of the engine where it got
nice and hot.  The engine heat destroyed the pump diaphragm in rather short order so you got
what was called "vapor lock", even in the winter.  When the car would stall, hopefully there
would be some snow available so I could pack some around the pump, cool it down, and go to
the auto parts store for a new pump ($1.79).  Solution - an electric fuel pump ($10.00).  Voila.
Problem solved. No longer an authentically original 1949 Miami Cream Ford convertible, but a
running one!

So, where am I headed with this subject?  I am concerned about our concours judging cate-
gories and in particular the Driven class.  The "Show" class is really beyond dispute.  It basically
is a "museum" category appropriately intended for the preservation of the product as conceived
and delivered.  I think some serious questions should be asked though regarding the driven
class.  Every car I ever owned had strengths and weaknesses.  I had an old Buick in which the
starter was activated by pressing the accelerator pedal to the floor.  Obviously this should only
happen when the engine wasn’t already running.  The geniuses who thought up this scheme
took care of this by putting a vacuum switch in or near the carburetor.  When the engine was
running, vacuum opened the switch breaking the circuit to the solenoid.  The only problem was
in cold damp weather if you only ran your engine a short time, the switch would occasionally
freeze open and stay that way.  If you didn’t have dynaflow, you could push-start it, otherwise a
hair dryer would do the job.  I put an Oldsmobile pushbutton under my dashboard.  No longer
an authentically original 1954 Buick, but one that always started.

Well, that’s enough for now; next month I’ll expand on this subject with some confessions and
suggestions. Carl Tack 
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The Club Officers

President Vice President
Carl Tack

1020 Marsh View Lane
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689 
(727) 938-5221
ctack@tampabay.rr.com

 Secretary / Treasurer 
Jo Ligas
9000 65th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782
(727) 544-7925 
jaguar957@aol.com

 SCJC Web Site Activities Chair 
Cherry W alker
13628 Landers Dr.
Hudson, FL, 34667
(727) 868-5333                    
jagcw@aol.com

Jag Bag Editor Membership Chair
Cherry W alker Ron Berle
13628 Landers Dr. 131 Leeward Island
Hudson, FL, 34667 Clearwater, FL,33767
(727) 868-5333 (727) 443-4302

jagcw@aol.com   paberle@aol.com

Jag-Bag Disclaimer
The Sun Coast Jaguar Club, its officers, editors and contrib-
utors expressly disclaim any warranty or endorsement of
any services or products contained in any ad or article. The
opinions expressed by contributors are their own.

The Jag-Bag is the monthly newsletter of the Sun Coast
Jaguar Club of Florida. The sole purpose is to inform the
club members of club activities, sources of available parts,
technical information and articles of interest in relation to the
Jaguar motor car. The Jag-Bag and The Sun Coast Jaguar
Club of Florida, Inc. will not assume any liability of any prod-
ucts or procedures, expressed or implied, that are advertised
or recommended by contributors in this publication.

The Sun coast Jaguar Club of Florida was founded in 1981
to further the interest in the ownership and possession of
the Jaguar automobile; to promote favorable relationships
with the general public to be a technical guidepost to Jaguar
owners; to be a social organization, to exchange ideas. To
promote and demonstrate driving proficiency and safe driv-
ing habits in accordance with the laws of the State of Florida
and to obtain technical advice and literature from the factory
and other available service sources for use by members. 

Advertising Rates  -  2009
Classified Advertising -  Members - Free Non-Members - $10 for 2 issues

Full Page  -  4 Black & White (Cover Only) $400 for 12 issues 7.5” x 10”
Full Page  -  Black & White 375 for 12 issues 7.5” x 10”
Half Page  -  Black & White 250 for 12 issues 7” x 4.5”
1/4 Page   -  Black & White 150 for 12 issues 3.5” x 4.5”
Business Card  -  Black & White 65 for 12 issues 3.5” x 2”

We invite members to contribute articles items of interest and technical tip s for publication. In the Jag Bag. 

Send material to:  Jagcw@aol.com
or mail to: Cherry Walker 13628 Landers Drive Hudson FL 34667

Phone 727-868-5333                                                           
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Venice Rotary Art Fest British Car Show
by Tom & Shirley Gooding

The Venice Rotary Art Fest British Car Show was a great
success.  Tom & Shirley Gooding have hosted this British car
show for the past nine years, and this show was the largest
to date. There were 40 British show cars on the field for the
January 17 automobile show at the Venice Airport.  Rotary
Club President Larttimer Farr and Entertainment Chairman
Jack Starks were on hand to present trophies to the owners
of the participating British collector cars and recognize the
owners of the "Most Outstanding British Car" to receive their
Best of Show Trophy.

Of the 40 cars on the Venice Airfield, the largest contin-
gent of 25 cars was from the Suncoast British Car Club while
the Suncoast Jaguar Club had 10 cars on show to take the
second place in participation.  The Tampa Bay British Car
Club and several independents made up the remainder of the car show field.  Tom Gooding led a

caravan of British cars through Venice to
the Venice Airport.  Shirley Gooding and
Marty Paloff & Ann Law arrived early at
the airfield to help prepare the car show
registration booth.  Debbie Wilson,
President of the Suncoast British Car
Club, and her husband, Jim Wilson,
directed the parking of show cars.  The
SCJC members who brought cars to the
show include: Tom Bennett (S Type
saloon), Ray David (E-Type coupe), Tom
& Shirley Gooding (XJ8 saloon), Bill &

Marianna Graham ( E-Type coupe), Martin Paloff & Ann Law (XKR convertible), George &
Carolyn Parker (XJ8L saloon), Larry Schear ( XKR convertible), Carl & Joanie Tack (XK8 convert-
ible), Lee & Sally Wolf, (XKR convertible), and Bob & Jennie Volk (XJS convertible).  The Art Fest
and Car Show opened at 10 a.m. Show cars were identified with placards noting year, make, and
model of the show car
and listing the names
of the owners.  The
owner of each British
car received and hono-
rarium of $10 from the
Rotary Club for placing
their collector car on
display at the Art
Festival.  Crowds soon
gathered to purchase
art on sale by 100 vendors and to enjoy the entertainment events and the show cars.
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At Noon all the show car owners and their fami-
lies were invited to enjoy snacks that were provided
by Shirley Gooding and served from the boot of the
Gooding's Jaguar XJ8 saloon.  Water and soft
drinks also were served with the snacks.
Throughout the day owners of the British show cars
enjoyed conversation with one another, shared
information, and replied to many questions about
their cars from Art Fest attendees.  At 2:00 p.m. the
owners of the British show cars gathered at the

registration booth to hear announcements and to
receive awards designed especially for the Art Fest by
the British Car Show co-chairs, Tom & Shirley
Gooding.  

The Rotary Club each year presents an award to
the most outstanding British show car at the airfield.
This year the decision was especially difficult to make.
There were several beautiful Rolls Royce autos on the
field as well as a strikingly handsome Aston-Martin
Vantage coupe, plus a large group of Jaguars includ-
ing E-Types, XK8s, and XK convertibles and coupes.
In addition there were many other beautiful British
cars on view.  The Rotary Club officers found two of
the Rolls Royce cars to be nearly tied for the Best of
Show trophy.  The cars were the 1962 Rolls Royce Silver Cloud II saloon owned by Colette Penn and
the 1926 Rolls Royce touring car owned by Colin and Carol Kraines.  In the decision, the 1962 Rolls
Royce received a First in Class award, and the 1926 Rolls Royce received the "Best of Show" trophy.
Following the presentation of participation awards to all the owners, the car show field caravanned from

the Venice airfield to "Sharky's on the Pier" for a
celebration dinner.  All had a good time. 
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Crown Jaguar, We never let a few dollars get in the way of making you
the JAGUAR deal of a lifetime.

Letter from the editor- Cherry Walker 

Hello Jaguar Club,

It has been fun and fustrating at the same time to be the editor of the Jag Bag. At
this point I am going to have to find someone else to take over. I have too much going on and I
really am not good with dead lines any way. So to all of you club members Thank You for put-
ting up with me and I hope someone takes over. It really is not a hard job as long as you know
how to use a computer. Please let me know if you are interested in taking over the Jag Bag, all
of my information is at the front. Hope to hear from someone soon. 
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Your JAGUAR dealer for more than 30 years, 
for WE share your passion

Sticky Door Locks

On a 1985 XJ6, you used to be able to unlock the doors with a dime! Why? Because the
door lock barrel was so gunked up with years of dirt, grease and grime, that when you turned
the silver slotted part of the lock, the whole lock turned. The solution was easy: clean and lubri-
cate the lock assembly. Once the lock barrel is cleaned out with a non-residue spray cleaner, let
it dry completely then lubricate the lock barrel with graphite powder, or other lubricant designed
for locks. Greases and other liquid lubricants will collect dust and dirt and will gunk the lock up
again.
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Your Advertisement 
Could be
HERE !!

Your Advertisement 
Could be
HERE !!

David Roth

Broker- Associate, RPA, CAM
2824 State Road 64 East
Bradenton, FL 34212

Direct: 941-224-5786 Office: 941-792-2111
Fax: 941-747-9632
www.manateecountyhom.com 
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Oil Leaks on your Jaguar

A familiar saying is: "If your Jaguar's not leaking oil, then it's out of oil!" Oil leaks
are fairly common on these cars, but they really don't have to be. With some diligence,
patience and an eye for detail, you can systematically find and eliminate the oil leaks on
your Jaguar. Not only will you not run the risk of burning up your engine by accidently
running out of oil, but you won't turn your driveway into an oil slick every time you park
the car. 

Heck, in Australia as part of their annual vehicle inspection, they even make you
park the car on a clean spot and check for oil leaks. If it leaks, it's pulled off the road
until the leak is found and fixed. 
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Searching for More Power G. Hagopian
While entered in an HSR race event at Sebring a couple years ago, Larry Ligas of Predator,

asked if  it might be possible for me to convert a Jaguar head from one spark plug per cylinder, to two.
It seems that the leading Porsche racers, either have two per cylinder from the factory, or are convert-
ing their existing engines, and experiencing a power
gain of around 10 percent. And although a 10 %
increase doesn't equate to finding a "whale in the
bathtub", it certainly is a significant gain after having
done all the standard stuff, and having reached the
limit of a normally aspirated engine.   

After a little thought, I decided to try the conversion
on an old head that was hanging around my garage.
Plus, it was a project that might keep me "off the bar
stools" a little longer! The difference between adding another hole in a Porsche's air-cooled head, and

punching thru a Jaguar's water jacket, and into the com-
bustion chamber, whilst avoiding fouling the valve seats,
was daunting. Add to that, the potential for water leaks
into the intake ports and combustion chambers, and you
have a formula for disaster!

Having done a little research, I discovered that Jaguar
had made several twin-plug heads in the late 50's, for
Briggs Cunningham. Norman Dewis said "maybe a cou-
ple of dozen", and that "wide-angle" heads were cast
specifically for that purpose, i.e., not requiring passage

thru the water jacket for the second plug. Take a look at the original all-aluminum alloy 3.0L Jaguar
engine in accompanying pictures. This engine is in Stewart FL, original to the "Tojiero Jaguar" owned
by Henry Grady. Note that the second spark plug locations are plugged off and unused.

My "ace-in-the-hole" on this project was my friend, fellow JANE
member and master welder, Kaz Kielb, who had agreed to do the
welding required. With that comforting knowledge, I proceeded to
cut thru the water jacket in the three places shown. The spherical
shape of the back of the combustion chambers required a buildup of
weld there, so that a flat surface could be created, against which the
spark plug would tighten. That done, inserts were made to fit and
welded in place, closing up the water jackets. After final machining
and a pressure test, the new spark plug holes were added. The
advantage of having done all the work from the top was that the combustion chamber and valve seats
were not compromised. (i.e., no leaks!)
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Simple really. Oh really?  Warpage could bind the
cams from turning freely,  rendering that head useless.
Cracking would result in Leaks. Proper preheating and
welding techniques have allowed us to make six 12
plug heads without a failure, and overheating has
been non-existent. An added development has been
the availability of new, unused heads, released by the
British military as surplus, becoming available thru
SNG Barratt. These fresh heads make welding a

pleasure.

From the pictures of the assembly on my E type, you can see that the final product looks factory
made. Ignition is by a custom made distributor from
my shop, utilizing a Mallory module, Marelli XJS
distributor cap, and an XJS rotor modified to fire
two plugs simultaneously. Twin plugs require two
separate ignition systems to fire the individual
plugs. Mine now has two ignition switches, allowing
either to be fired individually, or both simultaneous-
ly. 

Firing two plugs in a hemispherical combustion
chamber, burns the mixture faster and more completely, making more power, and requiring less
spark advance at peak power. Firing with the piston closer to TDC, wastes less power, and may
even allow the use of lower octane fuel.  Engine dyno testing at Terry's Jaguar in Illinois last sum-
mer, proved encouraging. However, with a complete installation now in my own car, we should get

definitive results. Having engaged the second ignition
on a level street at 3000 RPMs and neutral throttle, pro-
duced the feeling of being pushed, while RPMs
increased by 400.  
All those wires look impressive, but final judgement of
the concept will depend upon dynamometer results,
expected in about a month. 

Anyone else interested?  
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Sun Coast Jaguar Club
Calendar of Event s

2010

February SCJC Fun Rallye 20th  Third Saturday

March Tour of Land O'Lakes 20th  Third Saturday

April Lake Ridge Winery Tour 24th   Forth Saturday

May Ringling Museum Tour 22nd Fourth Saturday

June Clearwater Marine Science Center 19th  Third Saturday

July Event to be scheduled 

August Event to be scheduled

September Event to be scheduled

December To be announced 



Sun Coast Jaguar Club of Florida

Affiliate of Jaguar Club of North
America

9000 65th Street North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782-4673

Membership Application

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________@____________     Birthday:______________________

Phone: (H) __________________  (W) ___________________  (C) __________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________

Spouse:___________________________________________________________________

Jaguar(s):

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

Model _____________________ Year: _____________ Color: ______________________

How did you learn of the club? ________________________________________________

Signature: _________________________________   Date: _________________________

Please send application with dues to the above address.
Dues for a year are $50.00



 


